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Course Rating and Slope Rating

USGA Handicap Svstem fure-2o20; The USCA Course Rating System is the foundation of the
USCA Handicap System and allows each player's Handicap lndex to be transported from one

course to another. The system is widely used around the world but not by all current

handicapping systems.
Rule Change for 2O2O; The USGA Course Rating System will be referred to as "The Course
Rating System" and willjoin "The Rules of Handicapping" to form the World Handicap System
Reasons

for Chanae:

player's Handicap lndex to be from course to course and country to country.

for handicap purposes.
o

For those who travel internationally, this will be a welcomed change as scores
made outside the U.S. will easily be factored into their Handicap lndex

calculation.

ensuring that playing length and obstacle factors are evaluated the same way worldwide

o

Since golf courses are rated by qualified teams trained by Authorized
Associations, the integrity of the World Handicap System will be maintained.
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Number of Scores Required to Obtain a Handicap Index
USGA Handicap Svstem fure-2o20.'A Handicap lndex is issued to a player after five l8-hole
scores are submitted and a revision takes place.

Rale Change for 2O2O.'A Handicap lndex will be issued to a player after three l8-hole scores
are submitted and a revision takes place.

their third l8-hole score is submitted.
Reasons

for Chanae:

possible the opportunity to establish and maintain a Handicap lndex.
o

By requiring fewer scores, players who only play sporadically may be more likely

to obtain a Handicap lndex.
it easier to get a Handicap lndex can help increase participation.
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of Handicap lndex Calculation

USGA Handicap Svstem @re-2o20; When a score is submitted, it is converted to a Handicap
Differentialbased on the Course Rating and Slope Rating of the tees thatwere played.

A Handicap lndex is then calculated by averaging a player's
of their most recent 20.

l0

best Handicap Differentials out

excellence."

months, and two of those Handicap Differentials are 3.0 strokes belowtheir Handicap
lndex as calculated from the steps above, then an additional reduction might apply.
Rule Change for 202O.' When a score is submitted, it will be converted to a Score Differential
based on the Course Rating and Slope Rating of the tees that were played. ln addition, a Playing
Conditions Calculation will be included to account for any abnormal course or weather

conditions.
A Handicap lndex will then be calculated by averaging a player's 8 best Score Differentials out
of their most recent 20.
movement of a Handicap lndex within a l2-month period.

produces a Score Differential that is 7.0 strokes or more below their Handicap lndex.
Reasons

for Chanae:

eliminate the need for a bonus for excellence - which is often difficult to explain.
Since players with a higher Handicap lndex tend to have more fluctuation within

their Scoring Records, using 8 of 20 will allow their better scores to weigh more
heavily and create more equity across all Handicap lndex ranges.
reflective of a player's performance in a given round.
temporary loss of form does not cause a player's Handicap lndex to move too farfrom
their demonstrated ability.
scores as opposed to just "T-scores."

Committees by ensuring the accuracy of each member's Handicap lndex.
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Limit of Upward Movement of a Handicap lndex (Cap)

USGA Handicap Svstem @re-202o1: There is no restriction on the upward movement of a
Handicap lndex built into the calculation.

movement of any members' Handicap lndex and make modifications where appropriate
Rale Chanae
calculation.

for 202O.' A "soft

cap" and "hard cap" will be included within the Handicap lndex

3.0 stroke increase takes place within

l2

months.

5.0 stroke increase takes place within

l2

months.

Reasons

for Change:

will be made visible to players. This value will serve as the baseline for the soft cap and
hard cap procedures.
o

A Low Handicap lndex will be established once a player has at least 20
acceptable scores in their scoring record. At this point, the soft cap and hard cap
procedures will begin taking effect.

o

A newly determined Low Handicap lndex will be considered each time an
acceptable score is submitted and a Handicap lndex is updated.

the soft cap and hard cap will ensure that a temporary loss of form does not cause a
player's Handicap lndex to increase to a level inconsistent with their demonstrated
ability.

as well as assist Handicap Committees as an anti-abuse safeguard.
o

When special circumstances exist, such as injury, the Handicap Committee will
have the ability to override the soft cap or hard cap.

in their scoring history over a l2-month period will be impacted by

it more often.
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Exceptional Score Reduction (ESR)

USGA Handicap Svstem @re-2o20; When a player submits two or more Tournament Scores
(T-scores) within a I2-month period that are at least 3.0 strokes better than their Handicap

lndex, they are eligible for an automatic Handicap lndex reduction.

player within the last I 2-months, as well as the difference between the Handicap lndex and
the average of the two best T-score Handicap Differentials.

Rule Changefor 2O2O; When a player submits a score that produces a Score Differential of 7.0
strokes or more below their Handicap lndex, they will be subject to an Exceptional Score Reduction.

lndex, a -1.0 reduction is applied to the most recent 20 score differentials. When the
Score Differential is 10.0 strokes or more below their Handicap lndex, a -2.0 reduction is
applied to the most recent 20 score differentials.

(unless they are also exceptional), which will allow reduction to gradually work itself out
of a Scoring Record.
Reasons

for Chanae:

o

Section l0-3 of "The USGA Handicap System" is nearly five pages long.
Exceptional Score Reduction will be covered in less than one page in the Rules of
Handicapping.

o

This new procedure will be straightforward and intuitive. When a player submits
an exceptional score, they will receive an automatic adjustment of -l.0 or -2.0.

lndex are more likely to do so again in the future.

Committee as T-scores can lead to an automatic reduction.
o

There has been confusion as to which competitions should receive the T-score
designation, and as a result it has been applied inconsistently.

o

considering all scores in the Exceptional Score Reduction procedure, a
player's Handicap lndex will be more responsive to exceptional performances in
competitive and recreational play.
By

compared to the Handicap lndex at each revision, it is possible forT-scores thatwere
not exceptional at the time they were made to become exceptional at a later date. This
will no longer take place in 2020.
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Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC)
USGA Handicap Svstem (pre-202o1: There is no calculation or adjustment to account for
abnormal course or weather conditions.

Rule Chanae for 202O.' When abnormal course or weather conditions cause scores to be
unusually high or low on a given day, a "Playing Conditions Calculation" will adjust Score
Differentials to better reflect a player's actual performance. The "PCC" is:

the day against expected scoring patterns,

score(s) on a later date.
Reasons

for Chanae:

a particular day.
o

Golf is an outdoor sport with many factors that can impact scoring (weather,
rough height, hole locations, etc.).
A score of 90 made under challenging conditions could be a more
impressive performance than an 88 under normal conditions - and
incorporating a Playing Conditions Calculation allows this to be
represented.

been used successfully in other parts of the world.

golf course needs to be reviewed by the local Authorized Colf Association.
o

The PCC is designed to be conservative, so if an adjustment is taking place 4-5
days aweek, then the Course Rating may not be accurately representing the
difficulty of the golf course.
The ability to identify such courses will provide enhanced integrity to the system.
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Frequency of Handicap Index Updates

USGA Handicap Svstem

@re-2o2ol: Following the National Revision Schedule, a player's
l" and l5'h of each month.

Handicap lndex is updated on the

Rule Change for 202O.' A player's Handicap lndex will update daily, provided that the player
submitted a score the day before. On days where the player does not submit a score, no update
will take place.
Reasons

for Chanae:

Underthe current system, a newly submitted score may have towait up to two
weeks before it's factored into the player's Handicap lndex calculation.

o

After a player submits theirthird acceptable l8-hole score (made up of any
combination of 9-hole and l8-hole rounds), they will be issued a Handicap lndex
the next day.

midnight on the day of play.
o

Since the Playing Conditions Calculation will use scores submitted at a course
each day, it is crucial that scores are posted on the same day of play.
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Maximum Handicap lndex
USGA Handicap System
for women.

bre-2020:

The maximum Handicap lndex is 36.4 for men and 40.4

Rule Chanae for 202O.' The maximum Handicap lndex for all golfers will be 54.0, regardless
of gender.
Reasons

for Chanae:

establish and maintain a Handicap lndex.

allow players of all skill levels to tracktheir progress in the game.
provided with opportunities to learn about the
o

Rr,r/es

of Handicapping.

Although the number of players with a Handicap lndex at or above the current
maximums of 36.4 and 40.4 is relatively small, many golfers who currently play
but do not have a Handicap lndex would be above those limits.

making the system more welcoming can help grow the game and create a more
sustainable future.

Competition can set a lower maximum limit for entry or use in competitions.

o

lf the desire is to have players with similar abilities competing against each
other, the Committee can also divide the competition into flights.

handicap manipulation, safeguards exist within the Handicap lndex calculation to
minimize the potential for it ("Cap" - Rule 5.8;"Exceptional Score Reduction" - Rule 5.9;
"Handicap Review" - Appendix D).
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lmportance and Determination of Par
USGA Handicap System fure-2020: Par has little significance because a Course Handicap
represents the number of strokes a player receives in order to play down to the Course Ratinq
of the tees being played - not par.

for 202O: Par will have an important role within the World Handicap System,
requiring parvalues to be more precise. Colf courses fallwithin the jurisdiction of the
Authorized Golf Association, who has the final determination of par based on the following
guidelines:
Rule Chanae

Par

Men

Women

3

Up to 260 yards

Up to 220 yards

4

240 to 490 yards

200 to 420 yards

5

450 to 710 yards

370 to 600 yards

6

670 yards and up

570 yards and up

designed to be played and effective playing length factors such as elevation, doglegs
and forced lay-ups.

o

Reasons

For example, if an uphill hole falls within the par 5 yardage guidelines for men
from all tees except the most fonivard set, which is 435 yards, that hole may also
be designated as a par 5 from the fonruard tees.

for Chanae:

which will enable a Course Handicap to represent the number of strokes a player
receives to play down to the Par of the tees being played.
o

As a result, as long as players are competing from tees with the same Pars, no
additional adjustment is needed.

lf players are competing from tees with different Pars, the player(s) competing
from the tees with higher Par must add the difference in Parto their Course
Handicap.
Par + 2 + any handicap strokes the player receives. For this adjustment
Par

values must be correct.

hole. Net Par is equal to Par + any handicap strokes the player receives.

to be accurate,
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Course Handicap Calculation and Application
USGA Handicap System @re-2020,' A Course Handicap represents the number of strokes a
player receives in relation to the Course Ratina of the tees being played. The formula is:

Course Handicap = Handicap Index x Slope Rating

/

I 13.

Rule Chanae for 2O2O.' A Course Handicap will represent the number of strokes a player
receives in relation to the Parof the tees being played. The formulawill include a Course Rating

minus Par adjustment:
Course Handicap = Handicap lndex x (Slope Rating
Reasons

+ I l3)

+ (Course Rating

- Parl

for Change:

Handicap adjustment based on the Course Rating difference must take place to make
the game fair.
o

This adjustment is necessary because players competing from different tees are
competing with different benchmarks (different Course Ratings).

o

This adjustment, identified and explained in Section 3-5, has generated confusion
and there have been challenges with its implementation over the years.

players to compete from different tees without any adjustment
Par exists.

-

unless a difference in

very little from tee to tee.
o

Confusion exists because the Course Handicap value only accounts for the
number of strokes needed to play to the respective Course Rating.

will represent the number of strokes to play to

Par.

Handicap adds simplicity to handicapping.

o

will be able to determine their Target Scores (the score they'll shoot if they
play to their handicap) by simply adding their Course Handicap + Par.
Players

handicap purposes will be a Net Double Bogey. Having a Course Handicap that is relative
to Parwill ensure thatthe correct numberof strokes are received and applied for both
procedures.
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Playing Handicap Calculation and Application
USGA Handicap Svstem (pre-2o2o): When a player's Course Handicap is adjusted based on
the application of a Handicap Allowance or other term(s) of a competition, the resulting value is
not defined and is still referred to as a Course Handicap.

RuleChangefor 2O2O.' The term "Playing Handicap"will be introduced within the Rules of
Handicapping and will represent the number of strokes a player receives in a competition. The
following formula will be used to determine a Playing Handicap:
Playing Handicap = Course Handicap x Handicap Allowance

lf players are competing from tees with different Pars, then the player(s) competing from the
tees with the higher Par will receive an additional stroke(s) based on the difference.
Reasons

for Chanqe:

key Rules of Handicapping definitions, where both serve specific purposes:

o

A Course Handicap will be used to adjust individual hole scores (Net Double
Bogey and Net Par procedures).
Playing Handicaps will be used for net competition purposes
determining the results and winner(s).

- including

often represents two different values.
o

For example - A player with a Course Handicap of 21 participating in a four-ball
stroke play competition using the recommended Handicap Allowance of 85% will
receive I8 strokes during the round. ln2020, the l8 strokes received will be
their Playing Handicap.

applied properly.
Ha nd ica p Allowa nce Recom mend ation s :

MATCH PLAY
Format:
Head to Head

Four-ball

Total Score of 2 Match Plav

STROKE PLAY

Allowance:
r 00%

90%
I 00%

Foursomes
50% Combined
Selected Drive (Creensomes) 60% Low + 40% Hiqh
Pinehurst/ChaDman
60% Low + 40% Hiqh

Formal:
Sinol€s Stroke Plavlstabl.ford

Four-ball Stroke Plav
Maximum score Form of Stroke Plav
Best I of 4 Stroke Plav
Best 2 of 4 Slroke Plav
Best 3 of 4 Stroke Play
All 4 of 4 Stroke Play
Total Score of 2
FdIft6mat

Selected Drlve (Greensomes)
Plnehurst/Chaoman

Allowance:
g5*
85*
95%

7\X
85X
1009(

l00r{
I 00%
50% comblned

6OX Low +
60% Low +

40* Hloh
40* Hloh

Scramble (4 players)

2s%/2or6/15t#./lO9d Jrcm
lowest to highest handicap

Scramble (2 olavers)

3596 Low. 159( Hioh
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Maximum Hole Score for Handicap Purposes (Net Double Bogey)

USGA Handicap Svstem fure-2o2o).' The maximum hole score for handicap purposes is based
on a player's Course Handicap and the following Equitable Stroke control (ESC) table:

Course Handicap
9 or less
l0 throuoh l9
20 throuqh 29
30 throuqh 39
40 or more

Maximum Score on any Hole
Double Booev
7
8

9

l0

Rale Chanae for 202O.' The maximum hole score for each player will be limited to a Nef
Double Bogey, calculated as follows;

Double Bogey + handicap strokes a player receives (or gives) based on their
Course Handicap
("or gives" only applies to plus handicap players)
Reasons

for Chanae

procedu re.
o

Forexample - Using the ESC procedure, a playerwith a Course Handicap of 2l
would have the same maximum score (8) on each hole - regardless of the Paror
difficulty of the hole.

o

By

factoring in Par and Stroke lndex values under the Net Double Bogey
procedure, adjusted hole scores will be more precise and reflective of each
player's demonstrated ability.
This is a more personal assessment compared to the grouping together
of Course Handicap ranges.

Bogey has been used successfully in many parts of the world
zero points in the Net Stableford format of play.

-

as

it is the equivalent to

Double Bogey was included as a recommended maximum score.

o

When Net Double Bogey is the maximum score set by the Committee, no
adjustments are necessary for handicap purposes.
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Treatment of Nine-Hole Scores
USGA Handicap Svstem

(pre-2o20.' To submit a nine-hole score, a player must play 7 to 12
l3 or more holes are played, the score submitted qualifies

holes underthe Rules of Golf. When
as an l8-hole score.

A player can have a Handicap lndex and/or a nine-hole Handicap lndex (N).
are received and used to produce an l8-hole Handicap Differential.

Differentials are used in the calculation of their nine-hole Handicap lndex (N).

for 202O.' To submit a nine-hole score, a player must play 7 to l3 holes under
the Rules of Colf. When l4 or more holes are played, the score submitted qualifies as an l8Rule Change
hole score.
are received and used to produce an I 8-hole Score Differential.

Reasons

for Chanae:

World Handicap System.

Underthe USCA Handicap System, a playercan maintain both a Handicap lndex
and a Handicap lndex (N).
applies whether a player submits all 9-hole scores, l8-hole scores, or a combination of
both.
o A player's Handicap lndex will be interchangeable for both 9-hole and I8-hole
plav.

When a playerwith a nine-hole Handicap lndex (N) competes in an l8-hole
competition, doubling their nine-hole Handicap lndex (N) is not always fair - as
the player(s) doubling their nine-hole Handicap lndex (N) are sometimes at a
disadvantage and receive one or two fewer strokes than they would with an I 8-

hole Handicap lndex.

